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JOE GARGERY. the 
Plackémitn whose: 
file tenover! the 


ESTELLA who hell Pips : 
ee Sacer 
enn — ROCCE me 
thence the towyen, fe Who Inncicuced Pip 


GEIS FAMILY NAME WAS PIRRIP:;BUT ALL WHO KNEW THE 
Boy CALLED HIM PIP FOR SHORT, ENTIRELY FORSAK~ 
ING HIS FIRSTNAME OF PHILLIP TO THE VILLAGERS 
OF THE MARSH COLINTRY DOWN NEAR THE.RIVER, WHICH 
WOUND TWENTY MILES TO THESEA, HE WAS POINTED 
OUT AS THE BROTHER OF MRS. JOE GARGERY WHO 
MARRIED THEBLACKSMITH. IT WAS EXPECTED THAT PIP 
WOULD FOLLOW HISBROTHER-IN-LAW'S CALLING.NO 
EVER EXPECTED HE WOULD BECOME A YOUNG MAN OF 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS, LEAST OF ALL, PIP HIMSELF. AS THE 
ORPHANED SON OF PHILLIP AND GEORGIANA PIRRIP. IT 
WAS DEEMED FORTUNATE FOR THE BOY THAT HE HELD THE 
AFFECTIONS OF THE HONEST BLACKSMITH AND HIS LOVING 
BUT SHREWISH, WIFE.NEVER HAVING SEEN EITHER OF HIS 
PARENTS, IT WAS PIP’SPLEASURE AT TIMES TO TAKE 
HIMSELF TO THE VILLAGE CEMETERY.AND THERE TO 
INDULGE HIS FANCIES IN WHAT THEY WERE LIKE. 


CLASSICS Illustrated 
7" . 2 mS. a 
pg Gre Day BEFORE 
Mel CHRISTMAS, PIP. 
VISITED HIS 
PARENTS’ GRAVE... 


{i\ NOISE_WARNED PIP OF 
WO _HIS DANGER... sremas 


Ye 
rane 
ta Crees, 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


h— 
suipcane ee iy to 


My sister, cslfees 
My ee i Mrs, 


YOu Know 

ile ist And 
you KnOwW what ws 
. pvitties 1S Side 


your Teart, and 
liver Oue Z 
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Never clare to make a sign or 
say. Q word about your havirig seen a 
BS person such as me and you shail be let 
© live: Now, I ain'talioné as you think I am. 
There’s.aQ young: man hid with mé. in compari— 
” son with which young man I aman angel.That 
young _man has a sécret way of getting ata 
boy I'm KEEBING him-from harmirg you a 
The present moment with qréat a ficulty,” 
Now, what clo you say ? - 


I 
oet you the 
lé@ and the food 


f YOu, remember 
iat when you 
+ home’ 


WN FOUND PIP STEALING SOME | [ fay HASTY VISIT TO THE FORGE AND HE 
REAP, CHEESE AND A BOTTLE OF FOUND THE FILE WHICH THE CON- 
ANDY TO TAKE TO THE GRAYE-YARD... = DEMANDED... War re 


(DIP AWAKENED THE CONVICT TO 
GIVE HIM SOME OF THE FOOP, BU 
THE ab T STRU 
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J I think you have 


Wrest! sin Ce us sisters 


Be bottle, 
Pip? 2? 


You've been \{ 


cca 
1 
Sif Terwards. 


GREAT EAPECTATIUNS | 


Oh oh/ Him 8 
Yes. yes Heb 
nm a 


1eS. im 


IGPHE CONVICT WAS SH Dressed like you, you Know- 
UPIB'S REVELATION THAT THI Didn't you hear T 
WAS ANOTHER ESCAPED PRIS! last aia ht ? ie Se 


You notice ony) 
h thing Qbout 
» Him 


Show me the woy he 
; eee I'tl pull pi down 
i UKE Q_bicodhound. 
use ius iron on BN 
sore leg, Give ¥ 
so the File, boy! 


aH da | 
i? <bioseds rece 


Ane Py, whet 
RH Te 


ee 
mt The lock of one of ‘em ¥ 
oe 
goes wrong, ond the == 
- Siping aorit act prett 
fej 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


RED TO’ CHANGE His . 
IE SERGEANT MADE Convicts, 
PLANS ... : sergeant? 
SS S 
im How for ore Sa 
you trom the 
marshes, 


heréabouts? 
oo 


ISENT TO FOLLOW THE 
FN dun Foe ane 


Keep to the rear~speak 
no Word, en we regan 


He Wve 
WY 

Fe hey had 
cut and 


fi 
u 
fun, Pip. 
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B Suord/ This 
way for the 


I don't expect it todo 

me ony Qood-no_more TN 

mat ue See she 
WITT. * 

ENOUGH Tor mes pee ET. 


Take notice, quard. 
He. tried To murder 


wa 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


Pr HAD BEEN WAITING: TO CATCH 
THE CONVICT'S EYE THAT HE ei 


{misting ae tin } 
his 2 hectn ia 


Ths Js is quotnes matter T. too 


| 
onder from Bre oe loge 


Blacksmith, have. you 
“A missed any articles 
me OF TOCA? 
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(S)NE DAY, FIP WAS TAKEN, 
UNCLE PUMBLECHOOK 
TO THE HOME OF THE 
RICH, ECCENTRIC OLD 
LADY, MISS HAVISHAM. 
THERE, THEY WERE GREET~ 
ED BY AN ATTRACTIVE 
YOUNG GIRL ABOUT 


iis is, Pi, is if? 
‘om Estella 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


faa 


es | OEE | ay ise wp 


W Look at me! 
You are not afraid 
of A woman who ? 
has never seen the 
sun Since YOu we were 


NAN pene WITH AN ELBOW 
pone ON ae Epa ath AND ee 


‘OF 

Geiger Jewels SPARKLED ON HER. 
ine 

HANDS AND NECK, DRESSES WERE 

\TTERED “abe 

WAS PROMINENT | 


WHERE THE OLD LADY COULD RE- 
GARD HERSELF. 
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sometimes have sick \_ [4gele WAS UTTERLY CONFUSED BY 
4) fancies that I wantto “+ THIS STRANGE OLD LADY. _ 


se see someone play Theres 
Pic lay, play’ 


Well? You car 
LtEQK bis Heart: 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
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ES5CON, THE GAME CAME TOAN END” 
AND. PIF? FOUND HIMSELF DISMISSED 

WITH THE REMINDER TO RETURN 

TO THAT GLOOMY HOUSE IN 21x 


Estella, take 
im down and 
Someping TO 
eat. = 


LLA INSOLENTLY 
VE PIP_SOME Bi 


READ 
MEAT, BY HER MANNER, | Oe 
PIP FEIT LIKE A DOG : 
j 


= 


crying now / tiie 


b 
A. 
r 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


(PIP WAS SUDDENLY STARTLED AS 
THE STRANGER WINKED HIS EYE 
AND: THEN DISPLAYED A FILE TO STIR 
HIS GLASS — IT WAS THE VERY FILE 
PIP_ HAD TAKEN TO THE CONVICT IN 

THE CHURCH YAR 


GS ry Th ot a 
Wise ee Enlies Set 
the boy shall Nave 


SOME CRUMPLED PAPER INTO 
FIP’S HAND. 
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coarse little jm I ! BW Go into the sane 
Yon SeesGnar ro Toom anc wear Were 
you ali of ely ‘ ie Till L come’ 
= od . : ° = 


4 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


{this is where I) 
Z shall be iafet 


Isn't she 
pretty, Pip? 


SEVERAL YEARS LATER, 
MRS. JOE WAS AT- 
TACKED By AN UN- 
KNOWN INTRUDER 
AND BEATEN ABOUT 
THE HEAD. TO NURSE * 
HER BACK TO HEALTH, 
THEIR FRIEND, BIDDY, 


SHE WAS NEVER TO 
RECOVER HER 
SPEECH, OR BE 
OTHERWISE WELL. ' 
AGAIN. IT WAS THUS E> 
THAT BIDDY CAME Fo 
TO THE GARGERY , 
HOUSEHOLD... 


Ko 


Oh, I would not 
if I weas you. You 
are happier as 


} ses 2 F 


| I'm clisqusted ; only wont 


with my callin you to do. 
and my ite? well and be 


= comfortable; \\ 


Well, I: never can be unless I 

can lead a very different 

life than the one T lead now 
‘S..apprentice. 


f I could have setied down, | 
I might have grown up to Keep # 
ouldels with yon esau 

fe) een good en i 
Shouldn't “T, Bidaly? 2 


a 
ey 
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Instead of that, see how Im The beautiful youns lady 
on. What would it mean cot Miss Havisham's and 
being coarse and : P I want to be a gentleman 
it SQBOGY, had i on her account: 


= If only 1 could; 
fnoue myaelt +o Fall aa 


ee love with you, Biddy? } 2 
Mem Gut you never 
will, you see/ 
FT 


jl 


Notn- 
sto 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


QT WAS IN THE FOURTH 
YEAR OF PIP's AP— TiS 


STRANGER APPEARED, 
ONE EVENING, AT THE 
THREE JOLLY 
BARGEMEN‘.. 


Es ronan My. name is Jaagers and I 
Prema ain oo lawyer in Vencon, t 


wish to have @ private 
4 Conference withPyeon two. 


J 


IX 
GP ARING. THE LAWYER TO THEIR, HOME, JOE Now, I turn +o this, 


NP PIP WERE AMAZED AT JAGGER’S. 
OPENING REMARKE..: 
eS he hos great 


I am the confidential expectations. 
agent of another... : - 

Would you want anything 

to cancel Pip's indenturés 

for His Own ‘Qcod? 
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J)Ge ANP PIP LISTENED IN 


AMAZEMENT AS MR. 
JAGGERS DESCRIBED. PIP'S 
SREAT EXPECTATIONS... 


up as @ gentiéman. 
P iy Sbjections? 


Yous Quid have: some new 
clothes come ondion 
in and you will wont some 
pemeremee MONEY. 


2ELLS BIDDY OF 
'S GOOD FORTUNE... consratulate you, 
= ip. When does he 
leave ? 


fa Five more 
CGYS. pees 
XS 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


PIP BELIEVED IT WAS MISS I have Site into 
HAVISHAM WHO WAS RESPON- fort 
SIBLE FOR HIS GOOP FORTUNE. 


Booed 
une, Miss Havisham, 
eer ely Crate ful 
1912850 | am 
ORS: 


ie ers and 
EN) A IER INSTRUCTIONS =] it fe adopted 
TO. KEEP THE NAME : jot named— 
by OF PIP_WAS ONE OF You, will always Keep the 
THE TERMS SPECIFIED. me Of Pip. a 
BY JAGGERS. PIP WAS el Goodbye, ‘Pip. Buy: 
MORE THAN EVER CON > 
VINCED THAT. MISS 


YOUNG 


FLOWED WITH GRATI-~ 
TUDE FOR WHAT HE 
CONSIDERED THE 
OLO WOMAN'S. AN- 
ONYMOUS GEN— 
EROSITY.. 
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'P RODE ALONG IN THE LONDON COACH To, 
Pe NEW LIFE, BUT HIS HEART REMAINE 
AT HOME WITH JOE AND BIDDY... i} 
= 


VIN LONDON, PIP VISITED THE OFFICE . WEMMICK SUGGESTED THAT PIP 
OF MR. JAGGERS AND THERE. HE THE LAWYER 4 

MADE A VALUABLE ACQUAINTANCE 

eee WEMMICK, THE LAWYER'S 


¥ - i . 
Do _you Kno At _Hammer- 
Mr, Joggers jis in court where Me At Het about 


at present, Am I Focket lives? [as five miles 
SaGteesing Mr. Pip? Jy - : i West GF 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


But the thing is,ina 
counting-house you can 
look About you and once 
you hove your capital, you 


t Sirectly. 


me MUCH ork < 
=| have To ke 
myselt. g 


At 
os a ; 
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IGSrILL. BELIEVING miss HAVISHAM RE - 
GPONSIBLE FOR HIS GOOD FORTUNE 
ED IT WAS TINE TO PAY A 
TO THE OLD WOMAN AND ESTELLA 
SO THEY COULD SEE THE IMPROVEMENT 
His APPEARANCE AND MANNERS. 


ust Kr that = hove 
5 he reli rey has any— 
FS Go With my memory. 


Is she beautiful? 


é 
‘Own: 
SS oe fer 


ou gl SEES 


tis 
clef, 


Ela og: cai PIP TO THE GARDEN 
RE BEAUTIFLIL AND 
LOOF THAN EVER, PIP. THOUGH’ 


ieces, love 
olderand s Ton 
will SE adidas Lo 


civ] 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS — 


oe eve never told me 
when You have got your 
ES IPT a hair cut, but 1 have 
Herbert,1 love "Si ie J SENSE Enough to per- 
Estella. lTaciore ; ive it. 

her. a , y au, Geammarae 


[MS eesert soucut To piscourAce MD MI Know it but x | 
UM PIP‘S. INTEREST IN ESTELLA... : can Gt Help. gua 
x x j mi A 

Pip, think of her bring- 4 
Ing up and thinkof 
ice Hovenom. she. 

i i ! 

2 miserable. J 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


FEW WEEKS LATER, 
PIP RECEIVED AN IN- 
NITATION TO CALL ON: 

RICHMOND. 


. = At any rate, I have 
Warning not +o be | SSS If you dont no worning given 
attracteal by you, Know what I me just now, for 
do you mean, mean, you ore. you wrote, me to. 

EstellQ? blind. come to you, 


That's true / 
Miss Haevishoam 
wishes to have 
me fora day 
and you ore 
to take me 
there. Can you 
= take me? 
oe ; 
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WITNESS TO 
SHARP WORDS - 
BETWEEN MISS 
HAVISHAM AND 
ESTELLA... 


I om what you 


have made me. 


Toke all the 


stone. You cold, praise, take 
cold heart’ all the blame! 


You have been ver: 
Good to me ancy be 
T owe everything | gage 
to You, What , 
would you have? Ja 


little 
myself. 


| look ather so hard 


ona thonkiess on 
the hearth where 


, she was reared. 


All that you 
have given 
me is at your 


never cive firs 
you what 


GREAT. EXPECTATIONS 


1 {pie WISHED HE COULD ESCAPE FROM 
THE ROOM AS THE QUARREL CONTINUED... 


i ae never, ive 
pe love! reas | 


call me mad. 


sine 
ral Seer 


me when al Lisorhect i my 
lesson? . 


PHE MGERABLE MISS HAVISHAM HAS 
NOW LEARNED ge ESTELLA HAS No 
LOVE FOR HER .. 


[Would it be | L must be 
2 s taken as 


r. 
IEN HE REACHED His TWENTY- j 
WM ald BIRTHDAY, FIP HAD MADE ff 
FOR HERBERT POCKET }/ 

INESS PARTNERSHIP 
THE MONEY HE RE~ 

CEIVED FROM MR. JAGGERS... 


whot is your 
D business? 


“CLASSICS IUusbrated | 
Why cio you, a stran 


er, jam (OU OTe G Gomme one, 
| come to my rooms SF : ee2 
= night and ask such ]¥ 


malad You Nave’ | 
a question? 


grown: Up to be game. 


y kee 
% . es: | ff different and 
You_actedl nobly, | I connot renew 
my Pip and I have | ae Sur acquaint= 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


You once sent a messencer 

to me with two one-pound 

notes, YOu must let me pay 
them back. 


[DIP EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
IOSEN TO SUCCEED TO SOME 


\ ion't 
ap 


PROPERTY... 


Might I ask what 
property or whose 
property ? 


EPHE CONVICT BURNED THE POUNCLamm 
— NOTE: NTEMPTUOUSLY.. ¥ 
May 1 ask how Wir Z 
you have cone ( 
io well since we 
were on that shiv- 
ery marsh ? 
eT 


1S HEART BEAT LIKE WEAVY: 
IAMMERS AS HE REALIZED THE 
MEANING OF THE CONVICTS Ri 
Can I make 
a Quess at 
Your income 


id the 


yer ona 
wardian's 
Shame be 


(What odds, dear boy. 
| BEFORE HIM, THE CONVICT, AND NOT | © eae ee 
MISS HAVISHAM WHO WAS RESPON: Yea Wetld eeeon 
Se aaa Obligation? Not a bit! 
¥s, rip. have mea i hie v : 

Q gentleman ot you. 

T Got rich onal 

Swore you would 


I told it for you to Know Look here, Pip, I’m your 
that that there dog you! 7a \\.\ second fother. You're my’ 
Kept alive got his head ‘ | son, more to me than 
so high he can make a ony son, I have 


ond, Pip, fa, oway money only for 
% 7 : 


re him’ NW A you to spend 


Die sat in 
UNNED Si- 


; When. I was a 

, hirecout shepherd 
in G solitary hut, 
not seei 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


ISP is STUNNED BY THE KNOWLEDGE It was allfor you, 
THAT HIS PROSPERITY STEMS FROM ga 
THE CONVICT, MAGWITCH..: Dee es 


EHROUGH MOST OF THE NIGHT, PIP HEARD How clo you H's death for me to 
THE DETAILS OF MAGWITCH'S RISE TO mean, caution? pete back.I should 
FORTUNE IN THE PENAL COLONY... z e hanged if 

; " akKen. I wos sent 
My friend 5 Or life 

Is pcan aeor boy, 


caution is_, 
necessary. 


MAGWITCH | 
PIP 
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I.clo not Know You assumed 
what frame to some nome 
& A j on shipboard? 
( ' 
: ce & 
LS dy 
. N i 


You ore my uncle. Jf 


BL Ho ) i 
ware EThe danger aint 
W} You to sO ofect with- 
Out “I was in- 
formed against. 
Who Knows I'm 
eas 
CAN 
fee's wem-— 
Wiss ,and there 
you 


here's, disgusting wigs can be iC it is death. Death py the 

ght Fe emee ee there's | (ore inthe open esa Be) 
waler ond spectacles... Bp WS Si i 

hat not. Others Has done 


it before. = 
Fig eu Ses. iost 
if r 
Beath? 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


poets SWORE HER- 
BERT TO SECREC 


(aks | in 
fone, J's | 
IT / 


Now, Ye you're on pees e@ath, you Know, 
i it yeu Spur on 


lf only a? 

eas, 

uid be 

made out; 

of that © 

and hs thin 1 
m out of Englai ae 

to PSO 4 


T'VE 
locked uP as 
much os a feet KeHie, 


_ GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


Yaron: Dy c os You 
qvermmeant me 


I have found out who my, roton is. 


is I must. say no. 
re. Wher a Tiel, thio? the mistake 
oF believing you were my patron, 
you je onl % 


arena 


snares. I never 
Sade therm: 


Pe mic pont | (Estella, 1 love you. You V] 
Aa hi vi 
eooM. 
a sooner, but for my 
long mistake. 


uch & mean 
Gas 
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ella, do not let Mise” 
Few pee lead Ya it 
aus erever. but mart 
another then Brumimie,” | 

Why clo you injuri= 

m mother byas< 

phon? if is 

own act. 


GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


MS WEMMICK gee 1 PIP THAT. 
COMPEY SO! 
ae THAT M,. wiTert 1S HIDING 


COMPEYSON |S ONLY WAITING A 
ShaNcE TO DENOUNCE MAGWITCH TO 


THE AUTHORITIES. MEANTIME, A NEW 
HIDEOUT HAS BEEN ARRANGED FOR, 


You have been watched 
anc might be watched 
again. 


ris AGREED THAT HERBERT AND 
PIP WILL GET A BOAT AND. ROW 
MAGWITCH DOWN THE RIVER. TO A 
SR WHERE HE AND PIP CAN 


tis a 
whate\ 
Say, 


reed, 
deer Pip? 


better course 


I Knowa 
thon Fang, co Thames - 


watchman. Take Sta 
hard, 


Toros 


tellow, ski ed 
Nao rote| fe ows i 


IN LONPON AND 


Weesice New (gon AND] 
WENT THERE AT ONCE... 


ve, talked 
with We Wermick. 


iS 
to Sal" Jou Ww Sa Whar 


caution he gave 
amie ae what 
Coavice. 


MDURING THE NEXT FEW DAYS, WHILE HE 
ANC HERBERT SOUGHT TO GE 


T A BOAT, 
idle ae A FEBLING HE WAS 1 BEING 


Weill lie SMPEYSON CONTINUED To 
very, litle: Just let) river } AUNT PIP'S FOOTSTEPS AS| 
him Know there is | pull of ye one < ERANCEMENTS WERE MADE 

uroent | reason for 7 ‘ORT > 
geting | you two : 

aQboord a foreign 

Sie camer leaving g 


four-cared galle' went 
tp wane tite jai fide stor t. 


don't like it! 


a. EXPECTATIONS 


You, haye o re 
copies there nm 
MGqwitch. I call im 
‘SUrERAGIeT ona you to 


Riel 


IP THI 
CESS BE, 
TE eat ae 
| eeew AND IN THE 
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Fl 


GWITCH AND 
COMPEYSON 
DISAPPEARED, LOCKED 
IN EACH OTHER'S ARMS. 


_ GREAT EXPECTATIONS 


BPE STEAMER RESUMED ITS COURSE. Ci WAS MAGWITCH, SEVERELY IN~ 
PRESENTLY, A -LONE FIGURE WAS JURED FROM STRIKING HIS HEAD 
SIGHTED SWIMMING NEARBY... as alee toes KEEL OF THE STEAM- 
: ON RISII eo 


P PROWNED, PIP FELT A GREAT WAVE OF SYMPATHY FOR THE 
AD FELT SO AFFECTIONATELY AND GENEROUSLY TOWARD HIM 
PIP SENSED THAT MAGWITCH WAS SERIOUSLY HURT. 


TENCED HANG, MAGWITCH fm IE_ STATE CONFISCATED ALL OF 
eter Te ROPE BY DYING IMAGWITCH'S FORTUNE AND PIP 

OF HIS INJURIES. PIP WAS AT HIS BEGAN A NEW LIFE, WITH NEW EXPEC= 
SIDE AT THE END... BUSINELS 


Lord, be 
freseisay TO 
im, O sinner! 


ATIONS, AS HERBERT'S. PARTNER IN 


CLASSICS DUicsbrated ans 


paren oe Oe eee I have forgotten nothing in my 
: c / i we BU 
prior Wl censaar ancy He heated o paca Mere. 2 
Bee ose Hiroe el’ one by 

HE RETURNED TO HIS OLD . 
HOME FOR A VISIT, THEY 

SPOKE OF ESTELLA .. 


E@ teil me,os an 
ale Tene have 
quite for— 
"Soren her? 


(UT, PIE DECIDED TO REVISIT THE 

RUINED HOUSE WHERE HE HAP always . 
FIRST MET ESTELLA... MISS HAVI=~ held’ your 
SHAM HAVING LONG SINCE DIED... place in 


my heart. 
Lam greatly N 
changed. I 
wonder you 
Know me! gae 


I little. 
thoughtI 
should take 

MARRIAGE, TOL? leave of you 
PIP THAT SHE NOW on this spot 
REALIZED, TOO where first 
LATE, THE VALUE 

OF HIS LOVE 


MPHEN PIP TOOK ESTELLA’S HAND f 
IN HIS. AS THE MORNING MISTS 
H HAD RISEN LONG AGO. WHEN HE 
FIRST LEFT THE OL? HOUSE, SO 
THE EVENING MISTS WERE RISING 
NOW, AND IN THEIR BROAD EX- 
ater 
W OF ANOTHE 
__PARTING FROM ESTELLA, 
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CHARLES DICKENS 


HARLES DICKENS was born 
at Landport, Portsea, Eng- 
Jand on February 7, 1812. His 
father, John Dickens, was a clerk 
in the navy pay office and was 
at the time stationed in the Ports- 
mouth dockyard. His mother was 
a housekeeper at Crewe, and was 
famous for her powers of story- 
ielling. In 1816, the family, which 
consisted of seven children, moved 
to Chatham. Charles was small and sickly; 
he amused himself by reading and watch- 
ing the games of other boys. His mother 
taught him his letters and he pored over a 
small collection of books belonging to his 
father. 


His father, whose character is more or 
less represented by Micawber, was always 
in financial difficulties. Although he was a 
very affectionate parent, he was entirely 
forgetful of his son’s claims to a decent edu- 
cation. In spite of the family difficulties, the 
eldest child, Fanny, was sent as a pupil to 
the Royal’. Academy of Music, but Charles 
was left to black his father’s boots, look 
after the younger children and do small 
errands. 


Dickens’s uncle, Thomas Barrow, took no- 
tice of him occasionally. The uncle lodged 
in a house where a book-selling business 
was carried on, and the proprietress lent 
the child some books. His literary tastes were 
kept alive and he tried his hand at writing 
a description of the uncle's barber. 


' The elder Dickens was finally imprisoned 
for his debts, the family broken up, and 
Charles forced to lodge in Camden Town 
with a poor old lady, a Mrs, Roylance. She 
turned out to be his inspiration for Mrs. Pip- 
chin in “Dombey & Son.” Later. he found 
another lodging with a family near the 
prison, which is represented by the Garlands 
in his “Old Curiosity Shop.” The Dickenses 
were better off in prison than they had been 
previously. The maid-of-all work. who fol- 


lowed them there, become the 
Marchioness of the “Old Curiosity 
Shop.” Dickens's amazing faculty 
of observation is proved by the 
use he made of the prison scenes 
in “Pickwick Papers” and in the 
earlier part of “David Copper- 
field.” : 


About 1824, after the family had 
found better fortunes, Charles was" 
sent to a school kept by a Mr. 
Jones and called the Wellington House 
Academy. His health soon improved. His 
schoolfellows remembered him as a hand- 
some lad overflowing with animal spirit. 
writing stories, getting up little theatrical per- 
formances, and fond of harmless, practical 
jokes. However, he did not distinguish him- 
self as a scholar. * 


In 1835, he became a reporter for the 
“Morning Chronicle” and wrote for many 
of the periodicals of the time. On April 2, 
1836, Dickens. married Catherine Hofarth, 
the eldest daughter of his colleague on the 
“Morning Chronicle.” His “Pickwick Papers” | 
soon became an extraordinary success. 


Dickens was now a prize for which pub- 
lishers might contend. He followed with 
“Oliver Twist.” “Nicholas Nickleby,” “Old | 
Curiosity Shop,” and “Barnaby Rudge.” He 
became a prodigious writer, but of all his 
works, “A Christmas Carol,” together with 
five similar books that appeared at the same 
time, became the most popular. 


Dickens had ten children and was in- 
tensely fond of them all. He loved dogs, 


and had a liking for keeping large and sav- 


age mastiffs and St. Bernards. If literary 
fame could be safely measured by popu- 
larity with the common people, Charles 
Dickens must claim the highest position 
among English novelists. iS 


After giving the world such masterpieces 
of literature as “A Tale of Two Cities” and 
“Great Expectations” in addition to those 
sted above: Charles Dickens died on June 


